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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this study is to record the planning, execution,
progress and effects of an adult summer school in a small rural com
munity.

This project was conducted entirely hy local initiative,

without financial aid from either state or federal governments, "but
it was based upon a unique social philosophy.

The routine of procedure,

the observations and conclusions as outlined in subsequent pages may be
of benefit to communities where social and economic conditions exist
similar to those at Upham, North Dakota.
When several young people of Upham came together in June, 1936, to
discuss a possible program for the social and economic rehabilitation of
their community, they came to the conclusion that this could be done best
by a direct social stimulation of the adults in the community and vicin
ity.

The incentive for this stimulation was to be an educational insti

tution for adults which depended upon the mutual cultural contributions
of its participants.
Because knowledge is a human commodity which can be shared with
others without actual loss to the owner, the idea of "give-and-take"
became the working principle and philosophy of this enterprise.

It was

the means of breaking down the barriers of traditional prejudice and
existing differences harmful to the social development of the community.
The Situation
The prairie pioneers who settled the wide stretches of the Dakotas
between the years 1860 and 1890 to establish a rich agrarian commonwealth

o
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for themselves and for their children could not realize the current limi
tations of their new country, "because in their days the "black soil yielded
vast crops which were easily disposed of in the markets.

With the en

thusiasm of successful colonizers they "built their homesteads, established
communities, and provided for self-government.

They were rewarded for

their hard labor by years of prosperity.
But nature rebelled.

The hot winds of summer brought hordes of

grasshoppers which wrought destruction wherever they alighted.

These

winds swept across the country sapping the moisture upon which the crops
were more dependent than was the hardy prairie grass; and when the veloc
ity of these winds increased, top-soil and seed were blown away, leaving
a barren, eroded ground.
With an increase in population and the introduction of labor saving
farm machinery the condition of the farmers grew worse.

One quarter sec

tion of land supported only one family meagerly and could be worked by
one man.

How could the

owner provide for his children and guarantee them

a worthwhile future?
The fluctuating economic conditions in the world had an unfavorable
influence on the profitable sale of products by American farmers.

Just

after the world war the high price of products had encouraged the purchase
of farm lands at very high prices.

Every available square foot was put

under cultivation, and grazing meadows unfit for cultivation were plowed
for wheat production.

That policy dissipated much of the ground water

surplus in the relatively dry areas and encouraged soil erosion by winds.
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On some farmsteads most of the top soil has "blown away.
Since social conditions and the attitude of the people are largely
dependent upon their economic status, the institutions set up "by the peo
ple suffered greatly.

This was especially apparent in small communities.

Some of these "became uninhabited and the only evidence of their one-time
flourishing existence may now "be a lone sign post or a few empty sheds.
Most small villages of present Horth Dakota are leading a weary, unprogres
sive existence.

Small-town merchants, churches, social organizations, and

public schools suffered in direct proportion to the increasing lack of
economic independence of the farming hinterland.
This perennial dilemma left its mark on the mental attitude of the
people.

When farmers and townspeople work only to such a degree as to

maintain for themselves a bare existence and regard the doubtful possibili
ties of increasing their income with a despondent "what's-the-use" attitude,
it is time to find a new social philosophy that will help them to adjust
their economic conditions.

Of course, a sincere effort is being made

nearly everywhere to keep the public institutional services at least up
to the status quo.

But a stationary position in the light of continuous

world progress means regression.

Hence, it seemed desirable at Upham to

revive the old pioneering spirit of "take a chance" and "do something dif
ferent" which has marked the march of empire-building in the past.
The Purpose of this Study
Educational leaders, civic organizations, federal and state govern
ments, and religious groups have used three manners of approach to the
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problem of educating the people to the best means of improving social
conditions in those fields:

(1)

They have attempted to reach certain

groups throughout the state as students or adherents of religious groups
or political parties; (2) they have directed their activities to benefit
all people of the state; and (3) they have localized their activities
for the benefit of those living within certain restricted areas.

The

adult school movement as it was practiced at Upham was similar to the
last named.

It was set up to aid the people of the community of Upham

and the surrounding area to help themselves and their neighbors by add
ing their own best contribution of information to the community store of
information for the benefit of all who desired to avail themselves of it.
There may also have been certain indirect benefits derived by the Upham
Experiment in Adult Education through the extensive advertising received
gratis by the Upham Community.

The experiment was considered as news and

appeared in many forms in state papers.
This study outlines how a local community organization was able to
stimulate its own people to more wholesome social attitudes and progres
sive activities through an adult education program carried on cooperatively
by all those who had information to contribute and by all those who de
sired the information contributed by the others.
The Subjects
The people who were directly connected with the Upham experiment
were teachers, lecturers, and students.

Most of the teachers were also

students in other fields than those which they taught, thus making it an

experiment in cooperative adult learning.
leaders from outside the community.

The lecturers were often

Members of the Department of Public

Instruction at Bismarck, of the education and philosophy department of
Franklin and Marshall College, faculty members of the University of North
Dakota, and others either taught, lectured occasionally, or offered sound
advice and material aid.

The subjects of the experiment were the adult

inhabitants of Upham and its surrounding farming area.

The enterprise

was conducted by and for them, in order that they might reap some of the
true benefits of adult education and march forward toward more wholesome
social attitudes regardless of the discouraging economic conditions.
Sources of Data
Data for this study were gathered from the following sources:
1.

The material necessary for the historical, economic, and social

descriptions of the setting of the experiment was secured by direct ques
tioning of the people in the community and checked with the available
county records at Towner, the county seat of McHenry County, North Dakota.
2.

Notes from Dr. E. E. Kreege’s lectures on "Creative Morality"

and a philosophical term-paper written by the experimentor while at Frank
lin and Marshall College entitled "Ethics for the Prairie Farmer," served
as the material used in Chapter III which deals with formulating the
original plans.
3.

Newspaper clippings, school correspondence, registration forms,

programs, a school diary kept by Miss Bergthora Einarson, and the personal
notes of the author are the sources upon which the part of the study deal
ing with the description of the two school sessions was based.
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Method of This Study
The method of this study was mainly survey.

It was beyond the

purpose of this thesis to analyze a problematic social situation.

This

survey tried to record accurately the incentives which led to the experi
ment, to describe its setting and execution, and. to detect and enumerate
certain changes in community attitudes within the exposed groups which
the evidence seemed to indicate had come about since the establishment
of the adult school movement and which may or may not have been the re
sults of the school's influence.

The author attempted also to suggest

methods for the further application of this type of study in other com
munities.
Limitations
It was found in the course of this study that although many objec
tive facts were gathered, the most important things sought were subjec
tive and could only be implied or indicated by the data gathered.

An

adult school movement with a purpose such as that of the Upham experi
ment cannot have its results accurately measured in terms of degrees
granted, number of students graduated, and objective testing of students
before and after presentation of the materials of the courses.

Such

artificial standards cannot represent to any known degree the changes in
social attitudes and community outlook, which were important as the ends
sought in this experiment.
The best that could be done here was to describe changes in the
conditions of the people and community, which seemed to be the result of
the cultural influence and exposure to education stimulated by the Upham

7
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Experiment in M u l t Education.

Undoubtedly the true effect which the

adult summer school had upon those who participated in it and upon the
community can never he pointed out because they were too largely subjec
tive in character.

Perhaps even some of the changes which were listed

as probable effects of the experiment might better be attributed to co
incidence.

nevertheless, the experiment seemed worth while ever after

the limitations had been fully considered.

*
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CHAPTER II
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS AT THE
BEGINNING OE THE STUDY
Upham is in the northern part of McHenry County, twenty-three
miles north of Towner, the county seat.

It is located on State Highway

14, which joins National Highway 2 with State Highway 5.

It is the

station on a local "branch line of the Great Northern railroad operating
north of Towner.

This community is near the center of the Lake Souris

"basin which extends over the greater part of Bottineau, Renville, Ward,
Pierce, and Rollette counties (Map 1 and Map 2).
To the north, west, and south of Upham the country side is
typical of any farming area in North Dakota.

To the east, however,

there is a wide stretch of rolling sandhills dividing the county from
north to south.

The sandhills are not suitable for farming and only in

occasional places the soil yields vegetation sufficient for cattle graz
ing.

In recent years the Federal government has established a game

reserve in that district, forcing its few residents to look for home
steads elsewhere.
The neighboring communities are Kramer in Bottineau County, nine
miles north of Upham on Highway 14, and Bantry in McHenry County, eight
miles south of Upham on the same highway.
The population of Upham was 257 in 1930 according to the Federal
census.

It has the usual features of every North Dakota village of that

size, such as small wooden church structures, general stores, automobile
service stations, saloons, a small community hall, a red brick schoolhouse
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and about three dozen houses around these institutions.

The populations

of Kramer and Bantry are 190 and 153 respectively, and Towner, the county
seat, has 622 inhabitants.
The nearest city is Minot, fifty-three miles distant from Upham.
It is there that the Uphamites secure goods not available in their own
community or which they do not care to secure from mail-order houses.
Minot wields its influence on Upham and vicinity in other ways, too. Its
leading newspaper, The Minot Daily News, reaches nearly every home, and
the radio broadcasts from station KLPM have receptive audiences.

It is

also the cultural center to which the rural people turn for information,
entertainment, and recreation.

Minot State Teachers College has been

alma mater to many of Upham's high school graduates and civic and church
organizations have drawn many residents of Upham to their concerts, lec
tures, and conventions.
Bottineau, gateway to the International Peace Garden and to Lake
Metigoshe, regards Upham as one of its suburbs.

It is only thirty-five

miles away and can be conveniently reached by good state roads.

The

State Forestry School situated there has served as a junior college for
many graduates of the Upham high school who wanted to enter an institution
of higher learning located near their homes.
Though Minot and Bottineau exert a predominant cultural influence
compared with other communities, Upham is more or less dependent in many
other respects upon its county seat, Towner.

Towner is the place where

the county records are kept, where applications for loans, relief, and
marriage licenses are made, and it is the pivotal point for local patriotic

sentiment, the arena of regional politics, and the dispensary of home
news.

Since it is on the main line of the railroad, and all mail from

points east, west, and south destined for Upham goes through Towner, it
is the home of the dentist and the doctor patronized "by residents of Up
ham and the hanking center for the county people.

Those in that area

who desire legal services also find their lawyer most conveniently at
Towner.
Table 1
The Adult Population Compared with the Total Population
of Upham, Kramer, and the Townships Surrounding Upham

Townships and Communities

Total Population

Adult Population

Meadow8253
133
Elm G-rove
124
210
Layton
215
106
Little Deep
223
106
Deep River
255
235
Stony Creek8
214
133
Upham8
257
145
Kramer8
190
105
aThe populations of the villages of Kramer and Upham are calculated separately from the populations of their respective townships.
Table 2
The Occupation of All Adults Living Within a Radius of
Eight Miles with Upham as the Center

Occupation
Farmers
Housewives
Merchants
Professional
Miscellaneous
Unemployed

Per Cent
36.
49.
4.
.5
9.
1.5

Nationality Groups
The area of Upham and vicinity is inhabited by representatives
of three nationality groups.

It is estimated that there are slightly

more Norwegians than German-Russians, with Icelanders in the minority.
Very few German—Russians reside in the town of Upham which is mostly com
posed of Norwegians and Icelanders.

Most of the village institutions are

managed, operated, and owned by the Norwegian group.

In this study na

tionality groups included not only the foreign-born but the children and
children's children of the original immigrants as long as they have kept
their languages and customs noticeably distinct from the other groups.
In the past ten years and especially in the last two years mixed
marriages have increased considerably, but not to the extent that they
obscure the usage of the term "nationality group" in its present applica
tion.

This homogeneity within each group will probably last at least for

another ten years - until the present elementary school generation has
reached adulthood.
Though the proportions of Norwegian, German, and Icelandic groups
throughout the county in 1930 were approximately eleven, seven, and one
(Table 3) this same proportion does not hold for Upham and vicinity.
Table 3
Proportion of Icelanders®, Norwegians, and
Germans in McHenry County
Nationality Group

Foreign Born

Native of Foreign Born

Total

Icelandic8,
70
168
238
German*5
358
1313
1671
Norwegian
718
2000
2718
aThe Icelanders of McHenry County are all concentrated at Upham
and vicinity.
^This includes both Reichs-Germans and German-Russians.
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Church Groups in Upham Community
The people of Upham and vicinity may he classified into three
church groups, which seem to he roughly the traditional carriers of the
characteristics of each nationality group.

The German-Russians attend

the Evangelical and Reformed Church which conducts services in German;
the Norwegians worship in the Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Ice
landers in the Icelandic Lutheran Church.

These two Lutheran churches

conduct bilingual services, but the English language is predominant.
three Upham churches are not fully independent.

The

The Icelandic and Nor

wegian Lutherans are served by outside pastors, while the Evangelical and
Reformed Church shares its resident minister with other congregations.
The Public Schools
The educational problems in a pioneering state are usually more
acute than in other parts of the United States where the population has
been exposed to education ever since the modern era in pedagogy began.
North Dakota’s educational level considered in terms of literacy compares
favorably with that of other states.
Table 4
The Number and Percentage of Native White and Eoreign Born
Illiterates in McHenry and Bottineau Counties
1930

Population
Native White
Eoreign Born
Total

McHenry County
Number
Per Cent
51
155

1.5
5.9
1.7

Bottineau County
Number
'Per Cent
27
66

.3
2.6
.8

About ten per cent of all adults residing at Upham and vicinity
have had some secondary school training.

Of Upham residents alone, ap

proximately fifteen to twenty per cent have advanced beyond grammar school.
Primary school facilities at Upham are standard if compared with
the educational facilities of other similar villages.

The salaries of

teachers have fluctuated normally with the times, with the exception of
the salaries paid to the high school teachers of the Upham Public School
and to the elementary school teachers of Elm Grove District situated east
of Upham (Map 3).

The school population in this latter district has suf

fered ever since the Federal government bought huge tracts of land for
reserve purposes leaving the district sparsely settled.
Table 5
The Fluctuations in Schools, Number of Teachers, and Attendance
at Upham (Meadow District) and Surrounding Districts

District
Meadow
Deep Eiver
Little Deep
Layt on
Elm Grove

Number

Number of
Schools
1937

Number of
Teachers
1937

29
13
30
28
7

1
3
3
1
2

4
3
3
2
2

Attendance
1933 1934 1935 1936 1937
129
43
46
35
37

127
48
46
37
30

110
48
43
35
24

104
47
39
34
29

99
52
41
25
12

Table 5 shows that Meadow, Little Deep, Layton and Elm Grove Districts had a combined loss of 72 in school attendance, or nearly thirty
per cent during the past five years.
The greater part of Elm Grove Distrist lies within the newly
created Federal game reserve.

It is interesting to note the changes

that have occurred in the public schools of that district.
Table 6
.The Fluctuations in the Number of Schools* Teachers and
Attendance in Elm Grove School District

Year
1933 .
IS 34
1935
1936
1937

Schools

Teachers

Attendance

3
4
3
3
2

3
4
3
3
2

37
30
24
29
12

The eastern portion of Meadow District was also affected by the Fed
eral government’s action of buying land.

The Public School at Upham did

not only lose one fifth of its annual income, but it also lost the high
school tuition monies which the state had previously granted to the high
school students from Elm Grove District.

The school board at Upham was

not indifferent to this situation and every possible means was employed
to uphold the previous high standards of its secondary school.

However,

many of the taxpayers refused to carry the extra load and rejected all
attempts of the school board to increase taxes.

Therefore, it was not

surprising to find an attitude of laissez-faire toward all educational
enterprises and a doubt in the mind of the taxpayers as to the anticipa
ted effects which his monies might produce.
Were it not for the propaganda directly and indirectly conducted
by the school board and the anxiety of certain parents who feared the
educational neglect of their children, the high school at Upham would
have closed with the common excuse that the community found itself
financially incompetent to support it.

The Economic Conditions
The reasons for the inability to support the public schools ade
quately are to he found in the recent economic slump of the nation and
the agricultural mismanagement of the wheat producing areas.
The amount of loan and relief monies which have flowed and still
flow through the hands of farmers has assumed incredible proportions.
The following example, by no means unusual, will illustrate the condition
of some Upham farmers!

Farmer E. B. paid over $60,000.00 in interest on

loans made during the past twenty years.
for the same purpose.

His son paid around $30,000.00

A brother of F. B. paid approximately $40,000.00

in interest on loans contracted over a period of ten years.

F. B's only

remaining property, which is mortgaged, is the house in which he lives.
His son now repairs County roads to obtain the little cash which his
farm will not yield.

Another brother of F. B. has grown tired of con

stantly contending with the problems of marginal existence and has
placed the heritage of his poor, highly-mortgaged land into the hands
of his children.

The high interest rates on loans contracted during

the period of inflated land values, following the World War caused many
farmers to lose their land through mortgage foreclosure.

It is not un

common for those farmers who still hold their land to owe more in ac
cumulated interest, than the land is worth at the present deflated
valuation.
The few who have stubbornly resisted the temptation of accepting
relief and loan monies, altogether too easily accessible for farmers in
need, are not much more fortunate than their fellows.

They may own the

land upon which they live, hut their life is one of poverty, and the
prospect of a dark future has broken their morale.
Summary
Wherever the shadow of poverty hovers over a rural community,
destitution of material things goes hand in hand with the indigence of
social and cultural advantages.

But a community could alleviate a good

portion of its social, cultural, and material wants, if it could get
together and "talk things over."

However, dire necessity seems to des

troy the feeling of neighborliness and cooperation, and establishes
intolerance, nourishes prejudice, and fosters a futile group-clanishness.
Even among the members of groups which are well-knitted together
there is dissention in the time of economic and social unrest.

The true

social purpose of cooperative group activity is lost amid bitterness,
envy, gossip, and a blind opposition to all new suggestions.
Upham was not uninfluenced by these evils.

The original three

church and nationality groups remained, but their nature changed.

The

German-Eussians segregated themselves completely from the rest of the
community.

The Norwegians succeeded in taking over the greater part of

town and school management and made themselves the hated superior class.
Although this nationality may have been numerous enough to carry a de
cisive voice in village management, the policies which they initiated and
carried out should have been of a nature which neither antagonized nor
piqued the other groups.

The Norwegians managed Upham as well as could

be expected 'under the conditions, but their neighbors were far from con
vinced.

This near-sighted policy naturally caused emnity, with the result

that the German-Russians and. Icelanders either opposed or ignored their
suggestions.
This stunted TJphajn's cultural growth, hampered the successful
operation of its few social and recreational facilities, and minimized
the future chances of its child population.

The malignent spirit among

the groups and the resultant hopeless attitude of the people toward the
future can thus he directly attributed to the lack of material things and
to the lack of cooperation and failure of the various groups and individ
uals to get together for the common purpose of correctly interpreting an
economic crises in the light of concerted group remedies.

CHAPTER III
PLASHING TEE ORGANIZATION OE THE
ADULT SUMMER SCHOOL
The idea of an adult summer school movement as it was practiced
at Upham, came into existence in the spring of 1936 in a class of Ethics
conducted under the direction of Dr. E. E. Kresge, chairman of the De
partment of Philosophy at Pranklin and Marshall College, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania.

At the time the author of this study was enrolled as a

senior in the School of Literal Arts at Franklin and Marshall College.
The members of Dr. Kresge's class were urged either to become active
members of some social welfare organization, or to work out an inde
pendent project in the interest of those who lacked social or cultural
advantages.
The Initial Plans
The skeleton plan of the adult school at Upham was outlined in
"Ethics for the Prairie Farmer," one of the term-papers for Dr. Kresge*s
course, which was later submitted to Dr. M. 7. Marshall and Dr. P. M.
Harbold, professors of education at Franklin and Marshall College, for
suggestions and corrections.

The paper was written with a thought of the

needs of the people at Upham, North Dakota, the writer* s home community,
with whose economic and social conditions he was well acquainted.
The ideals of the project as they were set forth in the termpaper were (l) to devote the summer holidays to the organization and
operation of a non-profit making summer school designed to meet the needs
of the adults residing at Upham and vicinity, (2) to instruct them in the
fields which they considered to be the most helpful to themselves, and

(3) to make the school instrumental in improving the social, cultural,
and economic conditions of the community.
Upham's Reaction to the Proposed Project
The first tasks of the enterprise were to study the general condi
tions prevalent at Upham and vicinity (Chapter II), to learn the attitude
of the people to such an undertaking, to discover the material facilities
which could possibly aid the operation of the proposed school, and to find
people who would he willing to give time and energy to the project.
Casual remarks about the proposed program elicited various criti
cisms.

Some people feared that an institution of that type could easily

become the dispensary of unwanted political propaganda; some thought that
such an attempt was useless; others pointed out the failures of the Educa
tion Division of the Works Progress Administration to establish similar
schools in the county; and a few shrugged their shoulders and said they
had enough knowledge.
However, most people welcomed the idea and approved of it, especially
since they knew that the proposed school was to be conducted by local ini
tiative and that the institution was not to be subsidized in any way by
outside organizations.

They realized the need and the possibilities of

adult education and anticipated the beneficial effects that an adult school
might have on home and community.

These outspoken endorsements seemed

ample justification for the further initiation and execution of the pro
posed program.
In order to carry on with the project, co-workers had to be secured
who would willingly donate all their time to the organization of the school.
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The specific plans for the school had to he formulated and made ready for
presentation to a body of men and women willing to sponsor the institu
tion.
The news of a new cooperative educational enterprise which was being
attempted at Upham spread rapidly through the County and soon two elemen
tary school teachers and one student had pledged their services to help in
the building of an adult summer school.
The General Committee
An educational enterprise has to have a body of sponsors to back it
up and to guarantee its existence and growth.

Therefore, it was found

expedient to get the definite approval of influential citizens in the
County by appointing them as members of a General Committee which had the
following duties:
1.

To encourage and support adult education in McHenry County.

2.

To select an Executive Committee which couldctevote its time and

effort to the organization of a school for adults and be responsible for
the execution of the tasks set before it.
3.

To strive for and uphold the ideals of such an adult school.

Forty citizens signed to the General Committee.

Among these were

Mr. Merle Kidder, County Superintendent of Schools, Judge E. Torno, of
Towner, North Dakota, and also doctors, ministers, and county officials.
The meeting of the General Committee was called for July 9, 1936,
at the Upham School House.

Due to a rainstorm the attendance was small

but it was decided that a sufficient number of Committee members were pres
ent to constitute a quorum to take action.

The decisions made and the

actions taken dealt with the ideals and purposes of the school, the duties
of the Executive Committee and the teaching staff, the location of the
school, the school "building, and the classroom facilities, the funds for
operating the school, rules and regulations, the length and the time of
the session, the curriculum and school publicity.
The Ideals and the Purposes of the School
The ideals of the proposed adult summer school as they were formu
lated "by those who initiated the program and as they were accepted "by the
General Committee were as follows:
1.

Free education for all classes of people including adults as

well as children.
2.

Adequate education, dynamic and flexible, designed to administer

to the vocational, cultural and social needs of the people.
3.

Training in community service and cooperation "by voluntary and

reciprocal instruction, sharing of expenses, sharing manual and other
labors for the upkeep of the building, and the administration of the school.
4.

Complete integration of community and school by creating a feel

ing of responsibility for the successful operation of public schools, by
raising the social standards of the teaching class, and by stimulating a
personal interest in the educational developments in America.
The direct purposes of the planned institution which the General
Committee set before those who had pledged their free services and were
to form the teaching staff were, namely:
1.

The promotion and the operation of an adult summer school in

McHenry county by local initiative, by the attempt to aid the peoole of

Upham and vicinity in realizing the ideals and values of such an institu
tion, and by making the citizens of McHenry County education-conscious.
2.

To render adult education accessible to anyone

sixteen years

of age or over at a minimum per pupil expense.
3.

The presentation of a varied curriculum adapted and suited to

the needs of the students.
4.

To awaken and stimulate the students’ interests in national and

international current events, modern political and social movements, art,
music, and other subjects of cultural and social value.
5.

To he of the greatest service to each student and to the com

munity at large and to aid each one connected with the institution in the
search for a more abundant and satisfactory way of living.
The Executive Committee
The General Committee chose a group of its members to function as
the Executive Committee.

Since the Executive Committee was to comprise the

actual teaching staff, the members were selected on the bases of their
ability to teach various subjects and their willingness to devote their
evenings to the school.

The functions of the Executive Committee were

outlined as follows:
1.

To decide upon the general policies of the school as length of

session, time of summer, number of evenings per week, budget and funds,
eligibility to the teaching staff of newly elected Executive Committee mem
bers, and rules and regulations for teachers and students.
2.

To decide upon the courses to be offered, and to be responsible

for the proper presentation of social courses.

3.

To arrange and conduct all programs, assemblies and convoca

tions pertaining to the school.
4.

To elect a chairman or director.

5.

To he responsible for all its actions to the General Committee

and to the community at large.
Since there are very few professional people residing at Upham and
vicinity, the General Committee could not select a teaching staff to fit
a proposed curriculum; rather it had to determine the scope of the cur
riculum by the teaching material at hand.

It was, moreover, a purpose of

the institution to bring together people of different occupations, churches,
and nationality groups, who could be induced to discuss interesting sub
jects and vital current topics tinder the leadership and guidance of the
faculty.

Therefore, formal academic training in the subject to be taught,

college degrees and years of experience were not required of the members
of the teaching staff.
When this idea of "give-and-take” and of reciprocal instruction was
pointed out to those members of the General Committee who had taken an ac
tive interest in the movement, ten members volunteered to direct classes.
Mr. Steffan Einerson, a retired farmer, who had specialized in Icelandic,
offered to take a class in Icelandic; Rev. A. Rubbert and Rev. F. F. Ott,
ministers of the Lutheran Church at Kramer and of the Evangelical and Re
formed Church at Upham, respectively, expressed their desire to direct the
German courses; Miss Sigrid Benson and Miss Runa Benidiktson who had both
taken business courses at college, were willing to take over the typing and
short hand classes; Miss Anna G. Johnson, an art teacher from New York,

H. Y., who intended to spend her summer vacation at Upham, offered her
services to the school; and Miss Bergthora Einarson, Miss Bjorg Benson
and Miss Myrtle Knudsvig consented to conduct the civics, geography,
history and arithmetic courses.
The author of this study was chosen hy the Executive Committee to
act as its chairman and to "be the official director of the school.

The

administrative duties and functions of the director were to he as follows:
1.

To initiate measures in the interest of the institution, and,

if any such measures were approved and ratified hy the Executive Committee,
to he responsible for their proper execution.
2.

To he the immediate administrator of the institution.

3.

To direct the curricular and extracurricular activities.

4.

To conduct assemblies and he the chairman for all other convoca

tions.
The Location of the School and the School Building
Since most of the General Committee members resided at Upham and
vicinity, it was decided that the adult school was to he conducted at Upham.
The General Committee decided that the name of the institution should he
”The Adult Summer School of McHenry County" because Upham is located in
McHenry County and because it was the wish of Mr. Merle Kidder, County
Superintendent of Schools, that the institution exert its beneficent in
fluence over the entire County.
The Executive Committee made arrangements with the Board of Education
of Upham for the free use of the Upham School building and its

equipment.

The public school building at Upham is a large and substantial brick

building.

It contains seven classrooms, a roomy gymnasium, well suited

for assembly needs, a library and an office.

The classrooms and office

have modern standard equipment and the library is stacked with old and
new books.

As soon as a complete inventory of the useful materials in

the school building was taken, the Executive Committee set about making
minor changes in classroom arrangements which were found to be necessary
before the building could house the new school.
The Funds
One of the ideals of the enterprise was to conduct an educational
institution for adults without financial aid from outside organizations.
Though the Executive Committee expected no financial remuneration for its
services, and the use of the building and its equipment entailed no ex
penses, funds were necessary for various items:
1.

Office equipment including school stationary, stamps, express

charges on books, and equipment borrowed from other communities, stencils
and mimeograph ink, and charges for long distance telephone calls and
telegrams.
2.

Publicity, including cost for prospectus, letters and cards of

invitation, posters, and travelling expenses for personal calls and con
tacts.
3.

The cost for the use of the electric lights in the school build

4.

Courses which entailed the purchase of classroom materials.

5.

Extracurricular activities such as entertainments and musicales.

ing.

6 . Transportation costs for teachers residing outside of Upham.

7.

Other incidental expenditures.

The necessary funds for the operation of the school were to "be
secured "by public entertainments at which the audience could contribute
to the school according to their own free will and "by the cooperative
sharing of expenses on the part of students and teachers.
Rules and Regulations
The General Committee at its meeting on July 9 also decided that
the first session of the summer school was not to last longer than five
consecutive weeks, since the enterprise was still in its experimental
stage and its success could not he guaranteed.

The Executive Committee

was to admit and register the students during the evenings of July 15 and
16, start the session on July 20, and close the classes during the end of
the third week in August.

The school was to he conducted four evenings

each week; and three classes were to he held each evening.
The following rules for students and other participants were set
up:
1.

Every student is required to attend the assembly which is held

once a week.
2.

A deposit of one dollar for every course elected during the

entire session is to he made on days of registration.

The refund on each

deposit is to depend on the class attendance of the student.

If a student

has perfect attendance in the courses elected his refund is to he seventyfive per cent of the deposit; if a student has one or more absences, only
fifty per cent is to he returned, and a student with three or more "cuts”
is to forfeit the entire deposit; exemption from course fees will he
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considered "by the staff upon the special request from the applicant.
3.

Every student is expected to he punctual, orderly, and neat in

appearance, conduct, and manners.
School Publicity
By the time the General Committee had its meeting all Upham and
vicinity knew about the proposed enterprise.

Through the committee mem

bers the townspeople and farmers became acquainted with the ideals, pur
poses and organization of the school.

Nevertheless, not even this apparent

interest and curiosity which the people displayed could insure a large
student attendance.

The Executive Committee believed that other means of

publicity were needed to induce the adults of the district to take a per
sonal and active cognizance of the institution.
Since the intervening time between the General Committee meeting
and the opening date of the school was less than two weeks, a long school
publicity campaign had to be discarded.

Thus the actual publicity for the

opening of the Adult Summer School of McHenry County was restricted to
newspaper articles in the County newspaper and in the "Minot Daily News;"
a radio announcement over station KLFM at Minot; posters displayed in the
show windows at Upham and neighboring communities; pulpit announcements in
the various churches of the district; personal invitations by the members
of the Executive Committee; and a mimeographed prospectus with a list of
courses sent to the prospective students.
The Curriculum
Earlier in this chapter it has been pointed out that the nature of
the courses which were to be offered had to be suited to the respective

m

abilities and skills of those who were willing to teach.

This was rather

■unfortunate, since many subjects especially suited to the needs of the
adults of the community could not he taught.

By contacting prospective

students and questioning them as to what they thought an institution of
that type should offer in courses and in subjects for study and discussion,
the author of this study found that there was a decided preference for
avocational rather than vocational subjects, for matters of present con
cern rather than of historical interest, for survey rather than specialized
courses.
The opinions and wishes of prospective students as to the curricular
offering together with the teaching material at hand decided the type of
subjects which were to be taught and discussed.

The courses as they were

enumerated in the prospectus were to be in the following subjects:
1.

Elementary English

2.

Advanced English

3.

Norwegian

4.

Icelandic

5.

German

6.

History and

7.

Geography

8.

Arithmetic

9.

Hygi ene

Civics

10.

Typing and Shorthand

11.

Music Appreciation and Mixed Chorus

12.

The Home - a course especially presented for the female stu
dents

Summary
The first plans of an adult school movement as it was practiced
at Upham, North Dakota, originated at Franklin and Marshall College,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania*

The plans were "brought "by the author of this

study to Upham where they were presented to a "body of local citizens who
had expressed their interest in the proposed project.
This group of citizens was then appointed to function as a General
Committee whose duty it was to sponsor an adult school, to formulate the
ideals and purposes of the institution, and to select an adequate teach
ing staff.

The teaching staff outlined in detail the program for the

operation of the school, planned its organization, made the necessary
arrangements for "building and classroom facilities, set up student rules,
initiated the course offering, publicized the enterprise, and determined
the length, opening and closing dates of the first session.

CHAPTER 17
THE 1936 SESSION OP THE ADULT SUMMER SCHOOL
The first session of the Adult Summer School of McHenry County
"began on July 15, 1936, the first registration day, and ended with an
appropriate program on August 21, 1936*

In the following description

of the school* s first session, stress will "be laid upon the manner of
registering the students, the type of students and their "background, the
courses and their presentation, care of "building and equipment, the con
vocations, the radio broadcast and school publicity, the closing exer
cises, and the financing of the project.
Registration of Students
The object of formally registering the students was not to keep
undesirable adults out of school nor was it meant to be a form of reg
imentation, but rather as a means of learning more about the background
of each student and of increasing the efficiency of school management.
Registration consisted of filling out a questionnaire, selecting the
courses of study, and paying the deposit fees or making arrangements
for deposit exemption.

The information gathered from the questionnaire

was to guide the teaching staff in its relationship with each student
and to facilitate the classification of stridents into groups. (Figure l).
After the prospective student filled out the questionnaire, he
presented it to the director of the school who advised him as to the
course of studies he should select.

The student then deposited one dol

lar for each course enrolled or stated his reasons for not paying the
deposit fees.

Figure 1
Registration Questionnaire for the Classification
and Guidance of Students
Hame (surname first) ___________________________________________
Residence ______________________________________________________
Occupation _____________________________________________________
Place of Birth _________________________________________________
A g e _________________ S e x __________________ Married or Single___
State number of children______________ Brothers _______ Sisters
State number of years of primary education _____ Where?_________
State number of years of secondary education____ Where?j________
Have you had any additional education since ____________________
Public school?______________ What kind?_________________________
To what church do you b e l o n g ? ___________________________
Have you any hobbies?

List ___________ ______________

What kind of books do you like to read?

What magazines and newspapers do you read?______________________________
_______________ Do you know any foreign languages?

List _______________

_______________________ Do you play any musical instrument?
________________________

List ______

Do you like jazz or classical music?____

______________ Have you travelled beyond the state limits?_______________
Where?

____________________________

Have any members of your

fajnily attended institutions of higher learning?________________________
What is their profession?

The first to register was a woman who had two college degrees.
She was followed hy a farmer who had never attended school.

The number

of registrations during the first two nights was dlscouragingly low.
However, hy the time classes had started on July 20, forty students had
enrolled.

Of the forty students enrolled, seventeen belonged to the

German nationality group, thirteen to the Icelandic, and ten to the Nor
wegian.

There were seventeen male and twenty-three female students.

Twenty-three of the students were single and seventeen were married. The
ages ranged as follows?

eleven students were between sixteen and twenty

years' old, fifteen were between twenty and thirty years old, ten were be
tween thirty and forty years old, and four were above forty years old.
Four students had less than eight years of school; eight had completed
high school; and fourteen had had some training in institutions of higher
learning.

Twenty-five students came from families of which one or more

members had attended colleges or professional schools beyond high school.
The Courses
Every student was encouraged to take more than one course, but no
student was obligated to be at the school except when he was scheduled to
attend classes.

The class schedule was planned according to the demands

of teachers and students.

This was a difficult task since classes were

limited to four evenings a week with three classes each evening.

The dif

ficulty was overcome by scheduling courses of limited appeal (foreign
language courses as Icelandic and German) with courses of popular appeal
(mixed chorus and music appreciation).

An attempt was also made to ar

range the schedule so that each teacher could attend as a student a
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maximum number of other courses listed.

Thus if a teacher taught only

during the first class period of each evening, he was given the opportunity
to attend classes during the next two periods (Figure 2).
Figure 2
The Class Schedules for the First Session

8:00

to
8:45

8:45
to
9:30

9:30
to
10:15
10:15
to
11:30

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Elementary
German

Advanced
English
Elementary
English
Icelandic

Advanced
Engli sh
Elementary
English
Icelandic

Advanc ed
English
Elementary
English
Icelandic
History

Music Appre
ciation
Arithmetic

Typing
Advanced
German
Elementary
German
Arithmetic

Typing
Advanc ed
German
Elementary
German
Arithmetic

Chorus

Chorus

Geography
The Home
Typing

Music Appreciation
Typing

Assembly

Art

At faculty meetings the courses and their presentation were dis
cussed.

It was pointed out to each member of the teaching staff that the

teaching of the course and the learning of the material presented were
only the means to an end, namely, the creating of a helpful and beneficient
social situation.

However, it was attempted to fit the courses so as to

suit the needs of the students and yet stay within the limits of time and
teaching material.
Classes were conducted in an informal manner.
sat in a semi-circle around the teacher.

The class members

Discussion was brought in wherever

possible.

Courses in English literature and music appreciation were of

the survey type in which more emphasis was placed on enjoyment and appre
ciation of the subject than upon the complete mastery of the material which
the subject encompassed (Table 7).
Table 7
The Teaching Load and Class Attendance
During the First Session

Teachers

Course

Miss Anna Johnson
Miss Anna Johnson
Miss M. Knudsvig

The Home
Art
History and
Civics
Elementary
English
Geography
Arithmetic
Typing
Typing
Icelandic
Advanced German
Elementary
German
Advanced
English
Music
Appreciation
Mixed Chorus

Miss B. Einarson
Miss B. Einarson
Miss B. Benson
Miss S. Benson
Miss R. Benediktson
Mr. S. Einarson
Rev. A. Rubbert
Rev. F. F. Ott
Mr. F. C. Ott
Mr. F. C. Ott
Mr. F. C. Ott

Hours per
Week

Number of
Students

Per Cent of
Attendance

1
1

9
7

78
100

2

2

64

3
1
2
2
2
3
2

3
1
5
6
6
3
3

82
80
90
94
91
90
100

3

3

100

3

3

82

2
2

7
22

92
80

The following men and women were always willing to offer their
help and suggestions whenever the teaching staff was in need of advice
as to the teaching of certain courses!

Mr. Merle Kiddert county super

intendent of schools* Miss M. Beatrice Johnstone* Director of the Extension
Division at the University of North Dakota; Mr. R. W. McLees, President of
the North Dakota School of Forestry at Bottineau and Dr. E. E. Kresge
Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster* Pexmsylvania.

of

Office Work and Care of Building
At the faculty meetings office work and any janitorial duties were
distributed among the members of the teaching staff.

Since some of the

members resided a considerable distance from Upham and others were engaged
in their professional capacities during the day, the major part of the
work had to be done by the few who had the most leisure.

These met regu

larly at the Upham school house during the afternoons to do all the neces
sary office work, sweep the building, and prepare classrooms for the
evening's classes.
The Assembly
Every Thursday evening the student body and the teaching staff met
in the gymnasium for assembly.

Since the assembly was open to anyone and

was by no means restricted to the participants of the school, many towns
people and farmers attended the programs regularly.
Ten minutes of the period were devoted to community singing, and
during the remaining forty-five minutes there was a lecture and open dis
cussion.

The lectures which were delivered by the director of the school

were based on Dr. Kresge's course in E t h i c s . T h e lectures for the five
assembly periods of the first session dealt with the following topics:
1.

The family

2.

The means to life

3.

Justice in the community and in the nation

4.

Our attitudes

5.

Freedom and liberty

■^•E. E. Kresge, "Creative Morality, " lectures delivered in the spring
of 1936 at Franklin and Marshall College*

The Closing Exercises
The Closing Exercises on August 21, 1936, were the major event of
the first session.

It was then that the value of the enterprise was defi

nitely recognized hy the community.
Elaborate preparations were made for the event (Figure 3).

The

program was announced in the Minot Daily News and the Mouse River Farmers
Press of Towner, North Dakota, over radio stations KLPM of Minot and KFYR
of Bismarck and from pulpits of about a dozen churches at Upham and vicin
ity.

Letters of invitation were sent to the members of the General Com

mittee and to the leading citizens of the county.
Figure 3
The Program of the Closing Exercises of
the First Session
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Come Thou Almighty King - Audience
Invocation - Rev. A. Rubbert
Chorus Selections
The Sun Smiles in Beauty
The Bells of St. Mary's - Adams
Introductory Speaker
Merle.Kidder, Superintendent of Schools
Vocal Selections - Miss Bergthora Einarson
An Die Musik - Schubert
Niemand hat's gesehen - Loewe
Auf Flugln des Gesanges - Mendelssohn
Guest Speaker
Mr. Charles E. Scott - Director of M. S. T. C.
Training School
Trio - Byerg and Sigrid Benson and Mrs. C. J. Henry
In the Time of Roses - Reichardt
Report on Activities of School - Fred Ott
Report on Finances of the School — Byerg Benson
Chorus
Morning Speaks
Keller's American Hymn - Audience
Benediction - Rev. F. F. Ott
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At the close of the program telegrams of congratulations from Mr.
Walter Welford, Acting Governor of North Dakota; Mr. Arthur E. Thompson,
Superintendent of the Department of Public Instruction at Bismarck, North
Dakota and from Judge G. Grimson of Rugby, North Dakota, were read to the
audience.

About 250 people attended the Closing Exercises.

were from Upham and vicinity.

Most of them

However, there were also many out-of-town

visitors present from Bantry, Kramer, Towner, Bottineau, Minot, Velva,
Bowbells, McClusky and Bismarck, North Dakota.
The Radio Broadcast
On August 23, 1936, as the last event of the Adult Summer School’s
First Session, five members of the teaching staff presented a program over
radio station KLPM at Minot, North Dakota (Figure 4).
Figure 4
Program of the Radio Broadcast Over Station KLPM
at Minot, North Dakota, on August 23, 1936
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Announcer
An die Musik - Franz Schubert
Miss Bergthora Einarson
Lecture - Experiment with Adult Education
Mr. Fred Carl Ott
In the Time of Roses - Luise Reichardt
Misses Byerg and Sigrid Benson, and B. Einarson
Auf Fluegeln des Gesanges - Mendelssohn
Miss Bergthora Einarson
Announcer
School Income and Expenditures

The total income of the school was $54.50 of which $28.50 were
deposit forfeits from the students and $26.00 from donations received
before the Closing Exercises.

Of the $48.23 which was the total cost for launching and operating
the Adult Summer School $30.00 was used for transportation expenses of
faculty members, $9.04 for office supplies, $5.00 for the use of the elec
tric lights in the school building, and $4.00 for music bought for the
mixed chorus.
Summary
The first session of the Adult Summer School started on July 15,
1936, when the first students registered and selected their courses.
session lasted five weeks.

The

The class schedule was arranged so as to give

both students and teachers the opportunity to enroll for as many courses
as possible.
At regular meetings the Executive Committee discussed the student
needs, the presentation of courses, distributed the janitorial and office
work among its members and arranged the assembly programs.
The Closing Exercises on August 21, 1936, terminated the first
session and proved the workability of the enterprise.

CHAPTER V
THE 1937 SESSION OF THE ADULT SUMMER SCHOOL
The 1936 session of the Adult Summer School had proved "beyond a
doubt the practicability of the enterprise.

But as successful as the

first session was, the question remained whether such a school owed its
relatively good support and reception by the community to its novel organization and operation or to some other factor.

Moreover, would a com

munity enterprise of five weeks* duration bring about desired results
and effect the realization of some of the aims for which the institu
tion had striven?
Immediate effects on the participants of the school and the com
munity at large showed themselves in the form of personal requests and
letters in which the wish was expressed to open the summer school during
the summer of 1937, to lengthen the time of the session, and to secure the
services of outside lecturers.

The students gave the following reasons

for the continuation of the school:
1.

The improvement of social and economic conditions of the com

2.

The increase in cultural appreciations by the members of the

munity.

community.
3.

The establishment of popular education for all classes of people
Preparations for the Second Session

In the spring of 1937 the first preparations for the Adult Summer
School’s second session were made by the author.

Mr. A. V. Overn, Profes

sor of Education at the University of North Dakota, gave valuable advice

and approved the plans for the second session.
Mimeographed forms announcing proposed courses were sent to pros
pective students with the request that they check the courses in which
they wished to enroll (Figure 5).

A similar form was sent to the members

of the Executive Committee and to other residents of Upham and vicinity
who could possibly take an active part on the teaching staff (Figure5s).
After the first definite indications of student and teacher sup
port* the General and Executive Committees were called together to discuss
the second session, to make necessary changes and to initiate new mea
sures.
The Changes
Several changes were made to meet the demands of the students
and teachers:
1.

The second session was held for six weeks instead of four.

The session began on June 15, and ended July 30, 1937.

The session was

lengthened because it was the wish of the students, and the dates of
the session were changed so that the school did not conflict with the
planting and harvesting seasons.
2.

Since more courses were offered during the second session,

the classes were conducted five evenings each week instead of four.
It was found that this arrangement eliminated many conflicts in the
class schedule and gave both students and teachers the opportunity to
attend more courses.
3.

Though the method of registration remained, the questionnaire

which each student was asked to fill out was changed and enlarged (Figure 7).

Figure 5
Course List Sent to Prospective Students in
the Spring of 1937
The Executive Committee of the Adult Summer School of McHenry County cordi
ally invites its prospective students for the second session to underline
the courses listed below in which they would like to enroll.
The Executive Committee needs your cooperation in this respect in order to
determine the exact courses which can he offered during the summer.
English Composition I

Modern History

Music Appreciation

English Composition II

American History

Mixed Chorus

English Literature

Church History

Play Production

Journalism

Political Philosophy

Folk Dancing '

Public Speaking

American Government

Art in the Modern Home

German I

Modern Social Problems

Consumer’s Education

German II

Economics

German III

Our Community

Merchant’s Business
Policies
Commercial Art

French

Introduction to Philosophy

Farm Accounts

Norwegian I

Introduction to Psychology

Typing

Norwegian II

Adult Education

Shorthand

Icelandic I

General Science

Icelandic II

Puppets and Marionettes

Icelandic Saga

Art Appreciation

Problems of the North
Dakota Farmer
Tree-planting Discus
sions
Home Nursing

Latin

Creative Art

Child Care

Greek

Music : Theory

Recipe Discussions

Arithmetic
NAME
Algebra
Geometry
Geography
Ancient History

ADDRESS
IMPORTANT !!

This is not a Registration Form, and
the undersigned is not obligated to
anything in connection with the
school.

Figure 5a
Course List Sent to Prospective Teachers in the Spring of 1937
List of proposed courses for the second session of the Adult Summer School
of McHenry County beginning June 15 and ending July 30, 1937:
English Composition I
English Composition II
English Literature
Journalism
Public Speaking
Cerman I
German II
German III
French
Norwegian I
Norwegian II
Icelandic I
Icelandic II
Icelandic Saga
Latin
Greek
Arithmetic
Algebra
Music Appreciation
1.

Geometry
Geography
Ancient History
Modern History
American History
Church History
Political Philosophy
American Government
Modern Social Problems
Economics
Our Community
Introduction to Philosophy
Introduction to Psychology
Adult Education
General Science
Puppets and Marionettes
Art Appreciation
Creative Art
Music : Theory
HOURS

Mixed Chorus
Play Production
Folk Dancing
Art in the Modern Home
Consumer's Education
Merchant's Business
Policies
Commercial Art
Typing
Shorthand
Farm Accounts
Problems of the North
Dakota Farmer
Tree-Planting Discus
sions
Home Nursing
Child Care
Recipe Discussions

TEXTS

2.
3.
4.
5.
(1)
(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

List all the courses you are able to teach.
List number of hours each course should be taught during
the week.
Give title and author of course texts and necessary supple
mentary readings which you think are suitable for use in
instruction.
These readings can be obtained from your personal library (
the _________________ library ( ) ; the government ( ) •
Will you be able to do secretarial work for the school?
Do you intend to enroll in any of the courses listed above?
Which ones?

REMARKS:

Name
Address

)

Figure 6
The Claes Schedule for the 1937 Session

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Mathematics Mathematics
German I
German I
German III
German III
Norwegian I
Adult Ed.
Norwegian I Norwegian II
Norwegian II Geography
Geography
English I
English I
English I
Pol. Phil.
Pol. Phil.
English II
English II
English II
Latin
Music Apprec.
8:45 Latin
English Lit. English Lit. Music Apprec. Recipe Discusto
Amer. Hist.
French
sion
French
Psychology
9:30 Icelandic II Icelandic II Icelandic II Typing
Typing
Psychology
Church Hist. Chruch Hist.
(Public Spkg.)Shorthand
Shorthand
Our Community Philosophy
Philosophy
Typing
Economics
ASSEMBLY
Amer. Hist. Amer. Hist. Economics
Icelandic I
Icelandic I Icelandic I Mixed Chorus
9:30 Mixed Chorus Mod. Hist.
Mod. Hist.
to
Tree-plant- Gen. Sci.
10:15
ing
Icelandic Saga
Gen. Sci.
Icelandic Saga
8:00
to
8:45

Mathematics
German I
German II
German III
Norwegian I
Norwegian II

Play Prod.
German II

German II

Figure 7
REGISTRATIOH FORM
Name __________________________ Residence_________________________
Place of B i r t h ____________________ Occupation
How Long
'
Nationality _________ S e x _______ Married or Single? No. of Children___
How many brothers?
How many sisters?
Parents living
No. of years of primary education
Where
No. of years of secondary education
Where
Additional education since high school
Where
Do you have any degrees or academic diplomas?
Specify
What was your major field? ____
Minors
Do you know any foreign languages? __
Church affiliation
Political p a r t y __________ Do you have any hohhies (List) ______ ~ ''
___________________ _________ What kind of books _______________________
Magazines___________________ and newspapers do you read
Do you play any musical instruments?
Do you like jazz or classical music?
Did you ever travel beyond the state line?
Where
When were you unemployed ? ______________How long?
~
Are you an owner or tenant farmer?
What was your personal
property tax for 1936?
Your real estate tax?

REGISTRATION FORM (Cont.)
Do you belong to any social organizations?
Do you hold any office in these organizations? _________________________
Do members of your family have a higher education? _____________________
What is their profession? ______________________________________________
Remarks t

4.

During the second session there was also a change in teachers.

Miss M. Knudsvig, Miss R. Benediktson, and Miss A. Johnson were not at
Upham during the summer of 1937.

The other members of the Executive Com

mittee consented to direct classes again.

The new members which were

added to the Executive Committee were Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Henry, Mrs. S. S.
Einarson, Mr. A. Kirkeby and Rev. C. Giehrke.
5.

Because there was an addition to the number of teachers and

because there was an increase in the interest shown by students in certain
subjects, the curriculum underwent a radical change.

Geography, history

and civics, advanced English, art and the home, were dropped and in their
places were put courses in English composition, adult education (presented
to the members of the teaching staff only), problems of the North Dakota
farmer, introduction to psychology, church history, our community, Icelandic
saga, play production, introduction to philosophy, public speaking and
political philosophy.
The Students
Sixty students registered for the second session.

Twenty-seven of

the forty students that participated the previous year enrolled again.
Fourteen students continued with subjects which they had begun during the
1936 session.
before.

Seventeen students carried more work than they did the year

The division of students into nationality groups, occupations, sex,
marital status, and educational levels remained proportionally the same
during the two sessions.

However, in age groupings the students of the

second session were somewhat older than the students of the first session
(Table 8).
Table 8
Comparison of Students of the First Session with the Students of
the Second Session as to Nationality Croup, Sex, Age,
Occupation, Church Affiliation, Educational
Level, end Education of Family Members

Item
Nationality Groups
Icelandic
Norwegian
German
Others
Sex
Male
Female
Age Levels
15-20 years old
20-30 years old
30-40 years old
Over 40 years old
Marital Status
Marri ed
Single
Occupation
Housewives
Farmers
Student s
Teachers
Merchants
Others
Church Affiliation
Lutheran
Reformed
None
Others

The 1936 Session
Forty Students

The 1937 Session
Sixty Students

13
10
17

14
14
27
5

17
23

20
31

11
15
10
4

13
16
18
13

17
23

29
31

16
10
4
4
4
2

21
14
g
4
p

22
14
1
2

31
33

A

A

2

49

The 1936 Session
The 1937 Session
Forty Students_____ Sixty Students

Item_________________________

Educational Levels
Less than eight years
More than eight years
Eight years
Completed high school
Additional training
Education of Family Members
Students whose family had no higher
education
Students whose family had higher
education

4
8
6
8
14

6
16
11
9
18

15

26

25

34

Class attendance for the second session was not as good as during
the previous year (Table 9).

This may he attributed to the unusually early

harvest which started before the close of the session, to the many church
and social activities at Upham during June and July, or to the increase in
the number or registered students many of whom lived at a considerable
distance from Upham (Table 10).
Assemblies and Convocations
Though the adult summer school at Upham was an

enterprise conducted

by local people, the teaching staff believed that the school and community
should have the opportunity of hearing lectures by various educational
leaders of the state.

Outstanding teachers at the University of North

Dakota and at Minot State Teachers College were contacted with the result
that Dr. A. 7. Overn, professor of education; Dr. Richard Beck, professor
of Scandinavian languages, and Dr. C. L. Kjerstad, professor of philosophy
from the University of North Dakota, and Dr. L. D. Lantis, professor of
sociology at Minot State Teachers College consented to deliver lectures at
Upham.

These lecturers not only delivered lectures which were long

LA

Table 9
Courses of Study, Number of Students Enrolled
in each Course, and Class Attendance

Course

Hours per Week Number of Students
1937
1936
1936
1937

The Home
Art Appreciation
History & Civics
Geography
Adv. English
English Composition
Arithmetic
Typing & Shorthand
Icelandic
Adv. German
Elem. German
Music Appreciation
Mixed Chorus
Adult Education
Problems of North
Dakota Farmers
Intro, to Psychology
Church History
Our Community
Icelandic Saga
Play Production
Intro, to Philosophy
Political Philosophy

1
1
2
1
3
3
2
2
3
2
3
2
2

9
7
2
1
3
3
5
12
3
3
3
7
22

3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
1
1
2
2
1
2
1
2
2

Per Cent of Attendance
1937
1936

1
2
9
1
3
4
6
30
3
6
5
4
4
3
2
3
8

78
100
64
80
82
82
90
92
90
100
100
92
80

96
60
90
90
90
94
93
86
92
86
76
100
60
96
76
80
92

Table 10
Classification of Students Hesiding Outside
of Upham in Terms of Distances
Miles
.5— 2
2— 4
4— 6
6— 8
8-10
10-12
12-14
14-16
16-18

!

1936 Session
5
2
4
4
5
1

1937 Session
7
7
4
7
10
2
1
o
1

remembered by those who attended them, but they also paid for their own
transportation, thus saving the school considerable expense.

Announcements

of the lectures were posted at Upham, Bantry, and Kramer and the residents
of these communities displayed their appreciation by attending in large
numbers (Figure 8).
Figure 8
Program of Lectures Delivered by Outside Speakers
June 25 - Dr. A. V. Overn, Professor of Education, University of North Dakota
"The Importance of Education in Modern American Life"
Miss Helen 0. Johnson, Grand Forks, North Dakota
Illustrated Talk on Art
July

2 - Dr. L. 0. Lantis, Professor of Sociology, Minot State Teachers
College, Minot, North Dakota
"A Man* s Reach"

July

9 - Dr. Richard Beck, Professor of Scandinavian Languages, University
of North Dakota
"The Norse Philosophy of Life"

July 10 - Dr. Richard Beck
Lecture in Norwegian
July 11 - Dr. Richard Beck
Lecture in Icelandic
July 23 - Dr. C. L. Kjerstad, Professor of Philosophy, University of North
Dakota
"The Limitations of Science"
The Misses Muriel and Elaine Kjerstad, Grand Forks, North Dakota
Violin and Piano Duets
/
The Picnic and the Closing Exercises
Although there was an attempt to discard classroom formality, never■

theless, some students regarded the institution as a grammar school for
adults, where discipline and indoctrination ruled.

It was difficult to

point out to them that formalized training is not the true aim of adult
education.

In order to facilitate a change of attitude, the students and

teachers gathered for a picnic on July 14, 1937, in the picturesque sand
hills east of Upham.

The friendly informality of the picnic dispelled all

social self-conscipusness and people from different church and nationality
groups met on the common ground of neighborly, good-fellowship.
The Closing Exercises of the second session, held on July 30, 1937,
were very successful.
visitors attended.

Due to extensive school publicity more than 350

The program was arranged to give a large number of stu

dents the opportunity to participate (Figure 9).

The program, a worthy

termination of the second session, was recognized to be one of the out
standing public events in McHenry County.
School Finances for the Second Session
The students had to conform to the same fee regulations as during
the first session.

However, a change was made in regard to expenditures.

Since most of the money for the operation of the school was received at the
end of the session, the current expenses were paid for by the members of
the Executive Committee.

Each member was given a number of credit slips

on which the expenses for the school were itemized (Figure

10).

On July

30, 1937, the slips were collected, checked, and the amount listed was paid
from the general fund.
The school income during the second session was $87.50 and the
operating expenses were $78.54.
to the Upham library fund.

The $9.36 which remained were donated

Figure 9
The Program of the Closing Exercises for the Second Session
I
Holy, Holy, Holy - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - Dykes
Listen to the Lambs -- - - - - - - -- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Dett
Mixed Chorus
John P e e l ---- ------- ---------- Old English Hunting Song
II
Male Chorus
III
Vocal Solos
Tohin - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - Schubert
Du Bist Wie Eine Blume - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Schumann
Widmung - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Franz
Undrandi star! jeg ar og sid - - - - ---- - Sveiribjornson
Bergthora Einarson
IV
School Report - - - -- - - - - - - -- - - - - - F. C. Ott
V
Rationality Croup Singing
Norwegian - - - - - - - Mrs. A. Kirkeby, Mrs. I. L. Mott
Mr. A. Kirkeby, Mr. 0. Lunde
Icelandic - - - - - - - - - - - Sigrid Benson, Byerg Benson
Kris Benson, Helraer Goodman
German - - -- - - - - - Mrs. A. Rubbert, Mrs. F. F. Ott
Rev. A. Rubbert, Rev. F. F. Ott
VI
May Carol -- -- - - - - - - - - -- Old English Folk Song
Sextette
Bergthora Einarson, Ethel Kaeding, Mrs. C. J. Henry
Byerg Benson, Leah Bertsch, Sigrid Benson
VII
Address - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Mr. Merle Kidder
County Superintendent of Schools
VIII
One Act Play - "The Obstinate Family1'-Play Production Class
Mrs. C. J. Henry, Byerg Benson, Sigrid Benson
Mr. T. Lawson, Mr. H. Goodman, Mr. F. C. Ott
IX
Address-------------------------------- Rev. 0. K. Okfson
President of the Icelandic Lutheran Synod
X
Deep River -- - - - - - - - -- _ _ _ _ _
Negro Spiritual
The Lord's M y Shepherd - - - - - - - - Brother James' Air
Bells of St. Mary's
Adams
Mixed Chorus

Figure 10
Credit Slips Used by the Members of the Executive Committee
CREDIT SLIP
I have paid out for the Adult Summer School of McHenry County a
total of $__________ during the period beginning________ and end
ing ________
Credit Slip N o . __________

No.

Items

_______________ _____________
Signature

Unit Cost

Total

Date of
Purchase

(This Credit Slip should be placed in the Treasurer's Box each week.)
Approved by _________________
TreasurerI

Paid (date)

I have received from the Adult Summer School of McHenry County
$ __________ for all the items listed on Credit Slip No. ______

Signature

Summary
Because it was the wish of the community to continue the Adult
Summer School at Upham, a second session was held.

The school was con

ducted in the same manner as during the previous session with only the
following changes:
1.

The session was extended one week.

2.

Classes were conducted five evenings each week instead of four.

3.

The student questionnaire was enlarged.

4.

Three teachers were dropped from the teaching staff and five

were added.
5.

Five courses were taken off the curriculum and eleven new

ones were added.
6.

The school expenditures were not paid directly hy the school

hut by the members of the Executive Committee who were then repaid in full
at the close of the session upon the presentation of an itemized credit
slip.
7.

The assembly programs were enriched by securing outside

lecturers to address the school.
The second session had sixty registered students, twenty-seven of
whom had been enrolled during the first session.

Due to uncontrollable

factors attendance was not as good as during the previous session.

CHAPTER 71
THE EFFECTS OP TEE ADULT SUMMER SCHOOL
The effects that the Upham experiment in adult education had on the
community, the county, and the state are difficult to enumerate and to
measure, since a social experiment of that type is sui generis in that it
cannot find its exact duplicate.

Though anticipated results of the experi

ment may have "been realized, they may never show themselves to the experi
menter or to the public, while certain apparent changes in the social life
of the community may have been falsely attributed to the influence of the
adult summer school.

Por the sake of convenience the probable effects of

the enterprise are put into three groupings: (l) apparent changes in the
community life immediately following the school sessions, which, by the
concensus of opinion, may be directly attributed to the adult summer school;
(2) immediate and visible effects of the experiment on people not living at
Upham; and (3) unmeasurable and intangible effects on the community and the
state.
The Immediate Effects on Upham and Vicinity
The immediate effects of the adult summer school on the community
showed themselves soon after the close of the school.

Most of them may be

attributed to the social stimulation which was effected by bringing dif
ferent people and different ideas together.
1.

The Cecilia Mixed Chorus.

The mixed chorus of the adult summer

school proved itself so popular that the members of the chorus and many
residents of Upham wished for its continuation.

After the close of the

second session the chorus was reorganized under the efficient leadership
of Reverend A. Rubbert of Kramer and was named the Cecilia Mixed Chorus.
The fifty members of the chorus are made up of townspeople from Upham and
Kramer and of farmers living around these two communities.

Since its

existence* the chorus gave several concerts at Upham and at Kramer and
sang on several church occasions (Figure 11).
Figure 11
Program of the Concert Given by the Cecilia Mixed Chorus in the
Lutheran Church at Kramer, North Dakota, on September 12, 1937
I
Come Thou Almighty King - - - - - -- - - - - -Italian Hymn
The Lord's My Shepherd - - - - - - - Brother James* Air
The Lost Chord - - - - Sullivan
II
Vocal Solos
Hark, Hark, the Lark - -------- ---------- Schubert
Das Maedchen und der Schmetterling - - - - - - - - D'Albert
Autumn -- - - - - -- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
pran2
Peters L i e d -- -- - --------------------------Leo Blech
Miss Bergthora Einarson

Ave Verum --

III
-- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Mixed Quartette

Mozart

IV
The Spacious Firmament - - - - - - - - - - - - - - J. Haydn
Listen to the L a m b s -- --------------- -----------Detts
Deep River -- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Negro Spiritual
V
Address

Rev. A. Rubbert

VI
Vocal Solos
Berceuse---- --------- ------------------- -----Godard
Serenata ---- ------- _ _ _ _ _ _ --- ----_ _ _ _ _
Tosti
Du Bist dieRuh — — — — — —
Schubert
Auf Fluegeln des Gesanges -- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Mendelssohn

711
- - - - Reichardt
English Folk Song

Time of Roses
May Day Carol
Ladies' Trio

VIII
Morning - - - ---- -- - ---- -- ------ - - ------ - Speaks
The Bells of St. Mary's - - - - - - - - - - - - - Adams
Holy, Holy, Holy - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Hymn
Cecilia Mixed Chorus
2.

The Upham Community Library.

Several residents of Uphan who had

attended the adult summer school formed a committee to initiate measures
for the founding of a community library.

Thus far many hooks have been

donated to the Library which at the present time is housed in the Upham
public school building.
3.

The Upham Boy Scout Troop.

A Boy Scout troop was organized at

Upham under the directorship of the present superintendent of schools, Mr.
Oscar Egge.

The fact that the parents of the members have given such active

support to the enterprise may be readily attributed to the adult summer
school.
4.

Community Interest in Higher Education.

The members of one

nationality group at Upham have never believed in higher education.
attitude has changed completely.

This

One young man who belongs to that nation

ality group has attended the State Forestry School at Bottineau for the
past two years and several other young people of the same group who are
now attending high school plan to go to college.
5.

Community Interest in Public Schools.

has made Upham education conscious.

The adult summer school

New plans are constantly being sug

gested by parents and initiated by the school board by which the public
schools might benefit.

The school board and superintendent are at the

the present time studying the possibilities of consolidating Meadow
District with surrounding farm districts in order to create a better
social situation for the pupils.

Many parents who attended the adult

summer school and who have children of high school age are sending them
to the Upham high school.
6.

Inter-Church Activities.

Ever since the adult summer school

exerted its beneficient influence on the community, the three churches at
Upham have cooperated more closely.

Whenever one church has a special

service, the members of the other congregations are invited.

At several

occasions the regular schedule for worship was changed in order to permit
the members to attend a special service to which the whole community was
invited.
7.

Social Intercourse Among Nationality Croups.

School and town

are ably managed by representatives of the three nationality groups.

The

members of the three groups have become more intimately acquainted with
each other since the last two sessions of the adult summer school.

The

Commercial Club of Upham, the Cecilia Mixed Chorus, the Boy Scouts, and the
Parent-Teacher Association draws its members from all three groups.

Actual

friendships have come about between the members of the different groups
and mixed marriages are at the present time nothing unusual.
8.

Upham Business Pick-Up.

people from the vicinity to Upham.
chants of the town.

The adult summer school drew many
This was immediately felt by the mer

Farmers from neighboring districts discovered that

the Upham merchants were well-stocked, and could sell their commodities at
standard, market price.

Consequently much of the business which had hitherto

gone to Minot firms or to mail-order houses stayed in the county and in the

community
Effects on People Outside of Upham and Vicinity
The rest of the county and the state learned of the Adult Summer
School of McHenry County through the newspapers and the radio.

During

the two sessions the county newspaper, The Mouse River Farmers Press,
published at Towner, North Dakota, and The Minot Daily News published
weekly reports on the experiment.

Moreover, The Bismarck Tribune, The

Fargo Forum, The Grand Forks Herald, The Valley City Times-Record and
many other smaller newspapers throughout the state reported on the enter
prise at Upham.

These news items together with radio announcements and

broadcasts from Station KLPM at Minot and Station KFYR at Bismarck brought
the school to the attention of educators and many leading citizens of the
state.

Their personal inquiries as to the operation end management of the

adult summer schools proves that the Upham experiment was generally appre
ciated and will, perhaps, be duplicated in other communities.
The Upham experiment found also wider appeal.

The weekly publica

tion, "The Messenger of the Evangelical and Reformed Church," carried a
continued article in its December 10 and December 17, 1936, issues written
by the author of this study; Reverend K. K. Olafson, President of the Ice
landic Lutheran Synod reported on the experiment in the October, 1937 issue
of the Icelandic monthly magazine, "Sameiningen;" The "Journal of Adult
Education" printed in its April, 1938 issue a report on the school, compiled
by Mrs. Thelma Payne Henry, a member of the Executive Committee of the
adult summer school.
Both the author of this study and other people have lectured on the
Upham experiment on several occasions with the intention of stimulating

__________

_

_

____ _____________ __________
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educational leaders to attempt similar projects in their respective
communities.
Intangible Effects
The writer believes that those who participated in the adult
summer school have gained lasting values from it, that the people of
Upham and vicinity have adopted a modified and more wholesome outlook
on life, and that those men and women outside of Upham who have interested
themselves in the Upham experiment realize a further possibility in the
field of adult education.
Summary
The adult summer school has improved the social and cultural
situation and Upham and vicinity by stimulating the building of new
community organizations and institutions as the Cecilia Mixed Chorus,
The Boy Scout Troop, and the Upham Library; by encouraging the activi
ties of other organizations as the Commercial Club and the Parent-Teacher
Association; and by creating a spirit of neighborliness among the members
of the different nationalities and church groups.
The Upham experiment in adult education has shown educators and
the people of the State of Forth Dakota the possibilities of a local
cooperative educational enterprise.
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Congratulatory Telegrams Received During
the 1936 and 1937 Sessions

Bismarck

N

Dak

Aug

19/36

Fred Carl Ott
Upham

N

Dak

Will make every effort to attend your closing exercises
Best wishes
Walter Welford
Acting Governor

Bismarck

N

Dak

Aug

2l/36

Fred Carl Ott
Adult Summer School
Upham N Dak
Regret to advise superintendent Thompson called out of state
and pressure of office work prevents my leaving Stop Please
convey to patrons and teachers best wishes of state depart
ment
R D Murphy
Deputy State Supt
Department of Public Inst

Bottineau N

Dak

Miss Bergthora Einarson
Upham IT Dak
Congratulations and best wishes to adult school faculty
and students
Judge G Grimson

July 30/37

J U N T Y OFFICERS

C O U N T Y COM M ISSIO NERS

M cHenry County

M cHenry County

Dlson, Auditor
-ong, Sheriff
r. Johnson, States Attorney
R. Fisher, Treasurer
yrim, Clerk o f Court
ering, Register o f Deeds
orno, County Judge
Kidder, Supt. of Schools
i Solberg, Surveyor
S. Craise, Coroner
Johnson, Public Administrator

S. I. Knutson, 1st District
Voltaire
Herman Peiler, 2nd District
Drake
Herman Podoll, 3rd District
Upham
N . A . Rollag, 4th District
Granville
Christ P. Brandon, 5th District
Tow ner
Buy “ Dakota M aid” Flour

OFFICE OF CLERK OF COURT
McHENRY COUNTY
D. F. GRIM, Clerk of Court

Towner, North Dakota

August 15th, 1936,

Mr. Fred Curl Ott, Supt.,
The Adult Summer School,
Upham, North Dakota.
Dear Mr. Ott:Thanks for your kind invitation to
attend the closing exercises of the
summer session of The Adult Summer School.
Conditions permitting Mrs. Grim and myself
gladly accept.
Permit me to extend my congratulations
to you and the members of your faculty
for the splendid movement you have started.

North Dakota School of Forestry
STATE FO R EST N U R S E R Y

J U N IO R C O L L E G E

V O C A T IO N A L S C H O O L

B O TTIN E A U . N O R T H D A K O T A

FF1CE O F

ID W . MCLEES
1ESIDENT

Sanborn, N,D., ■ ■,
August 17, 1936,
Mr. Fred. Carl Ott,
Member, McHenry County
Adult Summer School Faculty,
Upham, Forth Dakota,
Dear Mr. Ott:
I have your kind invitation for the 21st inst,
at hand and I deeply regret that my being away on ny vacation
will prevent my being "with you on this date. I am, however,
returning your letter to the school urging those there that
can to attend.
To say that I am interested in this new movement of yours
would be putting it mildly indeed, I am intensely interested
in any movement that attempts to provide equal educational
opportunities for all, for I am firmly convinced that only
as we roll back the enveloping clouds of darkness and ignor
ance, do we become in the fullest sense free, and capable of
render/ing the highest and noblest service to God and our
fellowmen. More power to you, ny friends of Upham community,
I note with pardonable pride that your faculty includes at
least four members who have received some of their academic
and professional training in this institution. This alone
would urge me to investigate the work you are doing and to ex
press the hope that the movement will continue to prosper and
grow with each summer season.
I do not remember having met you, Mr. Ott, but I hope I may
have that pleasure some time in the near future. In the mean
time if there is any way in which the school or I personally
can be of any assistance to you, please feel free to command
us.
With warm personal regards to all my friends therd, I remain
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COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WORK IN
AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS
S TA TE OF NORTH DAKOTA
DAKOTA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

EXTENSION SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

COUNTY AGENT WORK

IURKE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
COOPERATING
BOW BELLS,

NORTH

DAKOTA

August 29, 1936

Miss Bergthora Einarson,
TJpham, North Dakota,

Dear Bergthora:

Last Sunday evening it was my pleasure to listen to your Broad
cast over KLPM, Your numbers came over the air very well and I
am sure that those who were fortunate enough to tune in were very
much impressed by your songs. Please accept my appreciation and
congratu1at ion s,
The other numbers on tbe program were very well rendered. The
songsby the trio were particularly good. Please extend to Byerg
and Sigi££d Benson and to Mr. Ott my thanks and congratulations.
I am sure your venture in Free Adult Education this summer was
very profitable to all your students and a source of pleasure to
the teachers. May your idea spread to many other communitiesJ

Very truly yours,

A s m rx n I

r

Attorney

B i: \ s o x
at

La w

B o t t i n e a u , N o r t h D a k ot a

July 30, 1937.

Mr. Fred C. Ott,
Upham, North Dakota.
Dear Mr. Ott:
I received your very kind favor of the 27th in
viting me to he present at your exercises at the close
of your adult summer school this evening. I would very
much like to have been with you, hut I find that I will
not he able to he there. I will perhaps he over Sunday,
however, and I may see you at that time.
I wish to thank you very kindly for your invitation
and I want to congratulate you on your splendid, some
what novel undertaking which has met with such remarkable
succes. I am sure that you have done a lot of good and
that you will continue to do so in the future.
Thanking you again, I am
Very truly yours,

AB:bw

THE UNIVERSITY

4 ENT O F

EDUCATION

OF NORTH DAKOTA

July 30, 1937

U n iv e r s it y S t a t io n
G r a n d F o r k s . N o r th D a k o t a

Mr. Fred Ott
Upham, North Dakota
Dear Fred:
I appreciate receiving the final program of your adult summer school.
I was very much interested in the songs that you were singing and want
to congratulate you on the fine selection of music. I believe you are
very ambitious in your undertaking, or else you have an exceptionally
fine music instructor.
I presume that you were responsible for teaching Icelandic, at least
I should Judge so after your strenuous labors with that subject last
spring.
I was interested in the group of people that you have.
Reports from the speakers this summer indicate that you must have had
a very fine session.
I am sure that all you have done this year has
been very worth while. I congratulate you on your fine summer school.
Sincerely yours,

"Erich Selke
Professor of Education
es.lr

B U Y “ D A K O TA M A ID ** FL O U R

S

h a n n o n d a l e

G

C

l a d d e n

o m m u n i t y

,M

**

(2~.

H

o u s e

issouri

'f3T

o-€f—

a

A-&.

^ ■€&*

~

'm

— *-' -'*-•*-^£-*-*9^7 ***-<—
^ --

^

<L*>

7

?

^

^

®-

I

sh^Arr.

^

'
3^ „

o^erv^*- ^

£ A * Y

v*

.S/-

--- -

'4

/

•

xj y

*

^
'

~ .. ^

^

7

^^-

__

?*■—

.
^>x- r a - > ~ X ^ j

__

i■

Student Requests for the Continuation
of the Adult Summer School

To whom it may concern:

The Adult Summer School of McHenry County is located at Upham,
Forth Dakota. This village is my home town. The school was planned
and established by Mr. Fred C. Ott, the son of the local pastor of
the German Reformed Church.
Mr. Ott has been a student and assistant instructor in the
Franklin-Marshall Academy, at Lancaster, Pa. He was spending his
vacation with his parents.
The school was in session from July 20th to August 21, 1936.
It is not under the direction of any certain church body or political
party. The president of the local School Board agreed to let the
Adult School use the local School-building and appurtenances. Will
say that this building is better than the average school-building
in villages of the size of Upham. Superintendent Ott and the staff
of teachers served without pay. The school was open to men and
women over 17 years of age. Tuition was free, except for a nominal
fee, which was used to pay necessary expenses.
Three members of our family took part in this school. My
husband, Mr. Stefan S. Einarson taught the Icelandic language and
Saga.
My stepdaughter, Bergthora taught Elementary English and
Geography and also enrolled in Music Appreciation and in Chorus
Practice. I enrolled as a student in Elementary German. I also
attended the class in Icelandic altho I did not regularly enroll.
My German teacher was the Reverend F. F. Ott, of Upham, North
Dakota. By his patience, kindness and fine method of presenting
the subject, he helped me to realize the fact that I was still
capable of learning a foreign language altho I was nearly 56 years
old. I think I held the distinction of being the oldest pupil in
the school. To be sure, in this short term, I mastered only a
very small part of the subject, but I hope to continue studying.
Many people believe that when their youthful days are past
they have lost their ability to learn new things from books.
This is a mistake, altho an older person may not learn as readily
as a young person.
Wherever this type of an Adult School is within reach, I would
recommend it to people of advanced years, especially to people who
came to the United States of America from the European countries
and did not have a chance, while young, to learn to read and write
the English language correctly.

I would also recommend such a school to younger people, children
or grandchildren of pioneers, who for some reason were unable to go
to school as long as they would have liked to, or who wish to secure
more knowledge and culture to aid them in the performance of their
life work, whatever it may be.
We are grateful to Mr. F. C. Ott for introducing this type of
school in our community. We wish to thank him and his corps of
teachers for organizing the A. S. S. of McHenry County so carefully
in every detail and for their unselfish donation of their time and
talents for the benefit of their neighbors; and for their conduct
ing the school in so businesslike and efficient a manner.
The series of lectures on the subject of "Creative Morality",
delivered by Mr. Ott, Superintendent of the school, was interest
ing and will furnish food for serious thought to those who heard
them. The music and Chorus was enjoyed by all who attended the
school.
Another benefit derived from the school was that it brought
people descending from various nationalities and belonging to
various churches into contact with one another, and thus created
a spirit of neighborliness in a broader sense than existed before.
If it will be possible to secure the services of Mr. F. C.
Ott - or another man possessing the same capabilities of leader
ship and in an equal measure - to act as superintendent in the Adult
School here, I hope it will re-open next June or July. I feel
sure that local teachers will co-operate and I think the attendance
will increase.
Respectfully,

Mrs. S. S. Einarson

Upham, N, Dak., Sept. 5, 1936
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Program for the Closing Exercises
of the 1937 Session

Photographs of Members of the Executive
Committee During the 1936 Session

Newspaper Clippings on the First and Second Sessions of the
Adult Summer School Clipped from The Minot Daily News,
The Fargo Forum, The Bismarck Tribune, The Grand
Forks Herald, The Valley City Times Record,
and the Mouse River Farmers* Press

